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by the telegraph, five days were allowed to run out, when at last, too tardily, the necessary order was despatched. Meanwhile the pirate ship escaped from the port of Liverpool by a stratagem, and her voyage began with music and frolic. Here, beyond all question, was negligence, or, according to the language of Lord Brougham on another occasion, " crass negligence," making England justly responsible for all that ensued.
The pirate ship found a refuge in an obscure harbor of Wales, known as Moelfra Bay, where she lay in British waters from half past seven o'clock in the evening, July 29th, to about three o'clock in the morning, July 3ist, being upward of thirty-one hours, and during this time she was supplied with men from the British steam-tug Hercules, which followed her from Liverpool. These thirty-one hours were allowed to elapse without any attempt to stop her. Here was another stage of " crass negligence/'
Thus was there negligence in allowing the building to proceed, negligence in allowing the escape from Liverpool, and negligence in allowing the final escape from the British coast.
Lord Russell, while trying to vindicate his government, and repelling the complaints of the United States, more than once admitted that the escape of the Alabama was " a scandal and a reproach," which, to my mind, is very like a confession. Language could not be stronger. Surely such an act cannot be blameless. If damages are ever -awarded to a friendly power for injuries received, it is difficult to see where they could be more strenuously claimed than in a case which the first minister of, the offending power did not hesitate to characterize so strongly.
The enlistment of the crew was not less obnoxious to censure than the building of the ship and her escape. It was a part of the transaction. The evidence is explicit. Not to occupy too much time, I refer only to the deposition of William Passmore, who swears that he was engaged with the express understanding that " the vessel was going out to the government of the Confederate States of America, to fight for the Southern government "; that he joined her at Laird's Yard at Birkenhead, near Liverpool, remaining there several weeks; that there were about thirty men on board, most of them old man-of-war's men, among whom it was " well known that the vessel was going out